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Table 9. Valid Combinations of Aircraft Category and Aircraft Subcategory 

FIXED-WING AIRPLANE 

FIXED-WING POWERED GLIDER 

FIXED-WING NONPOWERED GLIDER 

ROTOR CRAFT HELICOPTER 

ROTOR CRAFT GYROPLANE 

LIGHTER-THAN-AIR BALLOON 

LIGHTER-THAN-AIR AIRSHIP 

HYBRID LIFT NOT APPLICABLE 

OTHER NOT APPLICABLE 

d. Type Certificate (TC). The TC is the document issued by the certifying authority to the 
organization that holds design responsibility. The TC may cover one or more groupings of 
aeronautical products that have similar design, performance, and safety characteristics. 

( 1) A TC and its associated data sheets detail the type design, basis of certification, 
and applicable standards and limitations of an aeronautical product, as specified by the 
certifying authority. 

(2) The TC recorded is the most recent document issued by the certifying authority to the 
organization that currently holds design responsibility. 

(3) If a certifying authority did not issue a TC for an aeronautical product, then the 
permissible value is the equivalent design approval document issued by the certifying authority 
(for example, airworthiness certificates still assigned to those aeronautical products by the FAA 
under the design responsibility of the United States that do not have a TC). 

(4) The term ''NOT IDENTIFIED" is the value if a TC exists for the aeronautical product 
but is not currently included in the list of permissible values. 

(5) The term "NOT CERTIFICATED" is the value if a TC or similar document does not 
exist for the aeronautical product. 

(6) If responsibility for design is transferred from one certifying authority to. another 
certifying authority, then the TC value and country of certifying authority value are updated to 
reflect the transfer. (For example, the design responsibility for specific helicopters was 
transferred from Bell Helicopter Textron and the FAA to Bell Helicopter Textron Canada and 
Transport Canada. In this circumstance the TC value changed from H9SW to H 88 and the 
country of certifying authority value from the United States to Canada.) 
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(7) Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) 1.1 defines "type" and provides 
the basic classification for aircraft as follows: · 

"(2) As used with respect to the certification of aircraft, means those 
aircraft which are similar in design. Examples include: DC-7 and DC-7C; 
1049G and 1049H; and F-27 and F-27F." 

Examples: 777 
DC-9 

Note: Historical policy and documentation may refer to type as "basic model." 

(8) "Type" is not defined for propellers in 14 CFR 1.1 , but will be defined in this 
Order as follows: 

(a) Type, as used with respect to the certification of propellers means 
those propellers which are similar in design. For example, 568F and 
568F-5 are propellers of the same type, and HC-BSM and HC-B5M-3AL 
are propellers of the same type. 

Example: 568F 

e. Type Certificate Holder. A TC holder is a person or organization that has been issued a 
design approval by the FAA and meets the requirements of 14 CFR 21.21 . 

. (1) The TC holder is the organization that is listed on the TC (or equivalent document) and 
entered in the "Type Certificate" field of the database for the individual record/aircraft. 

(2) As long as a TC is indicated, this field should be filled in with the relevant organization 
common name. If the TC is not available, then enter the value "NOT APPLICABLE." 

f. Type Certificate Number. The TC number is a unique number assigned to each type 
design approval the FAA issues when the applicant shows and the FAA finds that the design 
complies with the applicable airworthiness requirements. The TC number is a basic entry for 
referencing other FAA-applicable approvals to a product, including production and airworthiness 
approvals. The TC number ·remains consistent throughout the lifetime of the TC product and the 
product's type design, even when the TC is transferred domestically. 

g. Country of Certifying Authority. The country of certifying authority is the official 
name of a country or sovereignty, or regional safety oversight organization of two or more 
countries, with the authority to issue TCs. 

( 1) If responsibility for design is transferred from one certifying authority to another 
certifying authority, then the TC value an·d country of certifying authority value are updated to 
reflect the transfer. (F:or example, the design responsibility for specific helicopters was 
transferred from Bell Helicopter Textron and the FAA to Bell Helicopter Textron Canada and 
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Transport Canada. In this circumstance, the TC value changed from H9SW to H-88 and the 
country of certifying authority value from the United States to Canada.) 

(2) An example of a regional safety oversight organization is the European Aviation Safety 
Agency. 

· (3) If the TC value is "NOT IDENTIFIED" or "NOT CERTIFICATED," then the ·value of 
the country of certifying authority is "NOT APPLICABLE." 

h. Aircraft Type Designator. The Aircraft Type Designator is designed for use by air traffic 
service for identifying a type of aircraft and is located in FAA Order JO 7360.1, Aircraft Type 
Designators, for those aircraft types most commonly provided with air traffic service. 

Examples: JS20 
MD87 
RX85 
STRM 

i. Military Aircraft Indicator. A military aircraft indicator is the unique identifier as to 
whether the aircraft is used by a national military or armed force. 

j. Maximum Certificated Number Passengers. The maximum certificated number of 
passengers is the number of passengers permitted under the TC or equivalent document. 

( 1) If the maximum number of passengers cannot be found or is not listed in the TC 
or equivalent document, then the value of the maximum certificated number of passengers is 
"NOT AVAILABLE." 

(2) If the maximum number of passengers is not indicated by a number because it relies on 
the Maximum Certificated Takeoff Weight (MTOW), then the value of the maximum 
certificated number of passengers is ''NOT APPLICABLE." (This is often seen in balloons.) 

k. Maximum Certificated Takeoff Weight. The MTOW, in pounds, is the takeoff weight 
permitted under the TC or equivalent document. 

(1) The value of the MTOW is the highest value listed for any variant of the relevant 
series. This number may be listed in the main body of the TC or equivalent document, or 
in the notes. 

(2) If the maximum takeoff weight (or mass) cannot be found or is not listed in the TC or 
equivalent document, then the value of the MTOW is "NOT AVAILABLE." 

I. Landing Gear Category. The landing gear is the system that supports aircraft 
maneuvering on land or water and supports the weight of the aircraft when it lands. 
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AMPHIBIOUS 

HULL 

Figure 6. Valid Landing Gear Values 

SKID 

FLOAT 

MONO-WHEEL/SKID-FIXED 

MONO-WHEEL-RETRACTABLE 

QUADRICYCLE 

SKI 

TAILWHEEL/T AILSKID-FIXED 

TAILWHEEL/T AILSKID-RETRACTABLE 

TANDEM 

TRICYCLE-FIXED 

TRICYCLE-RETRACTABLE 

OTHER 

Landing gear are divided into the following categories: 

8000.71 

(1) AMPHIBIOUS is a landing gear that is designed to operate on water via the aircraft's 
airframe or floats attached to the airframe and to operate on land via wheeled landing gear. 

(2) HULL is a .landing gear that is designed to operate on water via the aircraft's airframe 
and does not include wheeled landing gear. 

(3) FLOAT is a landing gear that is designed to operate on water via floats attached to the 
airframe and does not include wheeled landing gear. 

(4) MONO-WHE~L/SKID-FIXED is a landing gear consisting of one centered wheel 
or skid. Additional supports may include smaller wheels or skids. The landing gear cannot 
be retracted. · 

(5) MONO-WHEEL-RETRACT ABLE is a landing gear consisting of one retractable 
centered wheel. Additional supports may include smaller wheels or skids which may 
be retractable. 

(6) QUADRICYCLE is a landing gear that consists of four wheel assemblies: two 
forward and two aft of the aircraft's center of gravity. 

(7) SKI is a landing gear designed to accommodate operations on snow and ice. 

(8) SKID is a landing gear that consists of a set of beams supporting the aircraft on the 
ground. Skids are usually found on helicopters. 

(9) TAIL WHEEL/TAILSKID-FIXED is a landing gear consisting of a two-wheel 
assembly forward of the aircraft's center of gravity and a smaller wheel assembly or skid aft of 
the center of gravity. The landing gear cannot be retracted. 

(10) TAILWHEEL/TAILSKID-RETRACTABLE is a landing gear consisting of a 
retractable two-wheel assembly forward of the aircraft's center of gravity and a smaller wheel 
assembly or skid aft of the center of gravity which may be retractable. · 
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(11) TANDEM is a landing gear that consists of a retractable two-wheel assembly 
mounted on the aircraft centerline one behind the other. Additional supports may include 
smaller wheels or skids. Tandem landing gear is also known as bicycle landing gear. 

(12) TRICYCLE-FIXED is a landing gear that consists of a forward (nose) and two or 
more wheel assemblies located aft of the aircraft's center of gravity. The landing gear cannot 
be retracted. 

(13) TRICYCLE-RETRACTABLE is a landing gear that consists of a forward (nose) 
wheel and two or more wheel assemblies located aft of the aircraft 's center of gravity. The 
landing gear can be retracted. 

(14) OTHER is a l~ding gear that is not considered amphibious, hull, float, mono-wheel
fixed, mono-wheel-retractable, quadricycle, ski, skid, tailwheel/tailskid-fixed, tailwheel/tailskid
retractable, tandem, tricycle-fixed, or tricycle-retractable landing gear. 

9. Implementation. 

a. FAA Offices and Process Owner's Responsibilities. It will become incumbent on each 
office or line of business within the FAA to review their current requirements and business 
processes to update them to match the outlined terms here, pursuant to CICTT taxonomy. 
However, this order does not establish implementation guidelines or mandate a timeline for the 
implementation of those changes. 

b. Coordination. Effective use of these taxonomy guidelines necessitates coordination 
across the FAA. Therefore, all offices must coordinate on any implementation plans they 
develop that will affect their business processes. 

i~ff(D 
Administrator 
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Appendix A. Related Publications and How to Get Them 

8000.71 
Appendix A 

1. Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). You can obtain copies of Title 14 of the CFR from the 
Supei:intendent of Documents, Government Publishing Office, P.O. Box 37154, Pittsburgh, PA 
15250-7954. The office can also be contacted at (202) 512-1800 or by fax at (202) 512-2250. 
You can ~so access the CFR at http://www.ecfr.gov. 

2. FAA Orders. You can obtain copies of orders and other documents from the FAA Orders 
and Notices website at http://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/orders_notices and the 
Regulatory and Guidance Library (RGL) website at http://rgl.faa.gov. 

3. ICAO International document. The CAST/ICAO CICTT Government/industry document 
International Standard/or Aircraft Make, Model, and Series Groupings, Business Rules, 
(October 2012, Rev. 1.3) can be found at http://www.intlaviationstandards.org. 
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Appendix 8 

Appendix B. FAA Form 1320-19, Directive Feedback Information 

U.S. Department 
of Transporfofion 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

Directive Feedback Information 

Please submit any written comments or recommendations for improving this directive, or suggest 
new items or subjects to be added to it. Also, if you find an error, please tell us about it. 

Subject: FAA Order 8000.71 

To: Directive Management Officer at 9-A WA-AVS-AIR-DMO@faa.gov. 

(Please check all appropriate line items) 

D An error (procedural or typographical) has been noted in paragraph ____ on 
page ______ _ 

D Recommend paragraph _______ on page--- - --- be changed as 
follows: 
(attach separate sheet if necessa,y) 

D In a future change to this directive, please include coverage on the following subject 
(briefly describe what you want added): 

D Other comments: 

D I would like to discuss the above. Please contact me. 

Submitted by: --- ------- ----- - Date:------ --

FTS Telephone Number: ___ ___ ____ __ Routing Symbol: _ _ __ _ 

FAA Form 1320-19 (10-98) 




